
To learn more about the Confined Field Trials Course, visit: www.croplife.ca & ccde.usask.ca/cmp.

Compliance Management for  
Confined Field Trials Course
CropLife Canada’s compliance management for confined field trials course provides 

participants with the latest information on how to conduct a confined field trial for  

a plant with a novel trait (PNT).

The course is open to members and non-members of 

CropLife Canada and participants receive all the information 

needed to apply for and complete a confined field trial, 

as well as forms to help track information and keep records 

throughout the field trial. The course is available online 

through the University of Saskatchewan. 

Confined field trials are required as part of the regulatory 

process for a plant with a novel trait (PNT) to enable developers 

to evaluate, under safe conditions, the field requirements of 

a PNT and to collect information to address the environmental 

safety criteria necessary for potential commercialization. 

Typically a trial involves monitoring a research-phase PNT for 

three to four years to determine if it will meet the standards of 

the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA). The confined 

field course details all of the CFIA’s requirements to help 

researchers properly conduct their trials as well as how 

to keep required forms and records.

The CFIA reviews the course each year to ensure the 

information is current.

Canada was the first country to offer a course that provided 

confined field trial information for researchers and it has 

served as a model for countries around the world to develop 

similar courses.

THE WORKSHOP COVERS:

• An overview of Canada’s regulatory framework for PNTs

• A presentation on the regulation of confined field trials

• How to prepare a confined field trial application

• How to conduct a confined field trial, harvest and store 

any material collected from it 

• Examples of non-compliance and methods to bring 

the trial back to compliance

• Record requirements and procedures

Compliance has increased for confined field trials since 

the course has been offered, according to the CFIA.

Investment in this project has been provided by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada through the Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program (CAAP). 

In Ontario, this program is delivered by the Agricultural Adaptation Council.

http://ccde.usask.ca/cmp

