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The plant science industry has always stood proudly 

behind its accomplishments, providing tools that 

help farmers supply a safe and abundant food 

supply for Canadians and the world. But our 

contribution as an industry goes so much further. 
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This past year CropLife Canada 

commissioned a report on the value 

the plant science industry generates 

for the economy, the environment 

and the farmers of various Canadian-

grown crops. The results really speak 

for themselves. 

The improved crop quality and 

yields resulting from pesticide use 

and plant biotechnology creates 

$7.9 billion in additional value for 

crop farmers every year. This is a 

hugely important part of Canada’s 

economy. And the impacts on the 

environment and individual farmers 

are equally as impressive. As the 

title of our annual report says, our 

industry really is helping cultivate 

a vibrant Canada.

Our industry’s story is one that 

too often gets overlooked, despite 

the fact that we clearly have some 

compelling things to say. 

As an association we’ve embarked 

on a multi-year communications 

initiative to raise awareness and 

understanding about the benefits 

that plant science technologies 

deliver to all Canadians. In the first 

year we’ve made great strides, 

gathering the support of key allied 

audiences who will play a crucial 

role as we look to reach out to a 

wider audience with our messages 

going forward.

Our industry faced both challenges 

and opportunities last year. 

Flooding in Western Canada caused 

havoc for farmers and the evolving 

marketplace has changed the face of 

the industry. But in these challenges 

we saw opportunities, part of which 

lies in innovation. 

Our industry is continuing with its 

strong track record of innovation. 

Our member companies are 

continually researching newer, 

better products that will help farmers 

address challenges like extreme 

weather and new pests, and continue 

to make them competitive players 

in the world market.

And as an association we continue 

to steadfastly defend the industry’s 

ability to innovate. In a major victory 

for science-based regulations, Bill 

C-474, an anti-biotech bill, was 

defeated in Parliament, thanks in 

no small part to the efforts of a 

coalition of value chain partners 

led by CropLife Canada.

The upcoming year will no  

doubt bring new challenges and 

opportunities. We are excited to 

move forward with a strengthened 

team and deepened expertise, having 

added a new vice president of plant 

biotechnology to our staff.

President’s Message

Lorne Hepworth 

President & CEO, CropLife Canada
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V

Contributing to the Canadian economy
To ensure that the plant science industry can continue to make 

important contributions to the Canadian economy, CropLife Canada 

is committed to raising awareness and understanding about the 

benefits of plant science technologies.

Agriculture generates more 

than $70 billion a year in 

economic activity in Canada. 

But what role does the plant 

science industry play? 

Pesticides and plant 

biotechnology generate 

$7.9 billion annually for 

farmers thanks to improved 

yields and quality. Better 

yields and quality do more 

than just improve the bottom 

line for farmers, they stimulate 

economic activity that ripples 

throughout the country. In 

fact, thanks to plant biotech 

and pesticides, an additional 

$6.4 billion in economic 

activity is generated across 

the value chain for processors, 

shippers, manufacturers 

and more.

CropLife Canada launched a new 

multi-year initiative to raise awareness 

and acceptance of the benefits of 

plant science technologies. In the 

first year, we focused on sharing 

benefits-focused stories and 

messages with allied audiences, 

including farmers, GrowCanada® 

partners, member companies and 

their staff, and supporting government 

outreach activities. Our goal was  

to mobilize a strong, united voice  

of support for the industry.  

As part of these efforts, we developed 

a communications toolkit to showcase 

the key findings from a study we 

commissioned on the socio-economic 

impact of crop protection products 

and plant biotechnology in Canada.

We also had great success 

communicating how the plant 

science industry contributes to  

a sustainable economy and the 

environment through the wide 

distribution and media coverage 

of our We Stand for Sustainability 

document.

CropLife Canada  
in the media

CropLife Canada has received 

greater recognition than ever as  

a credible voice for the plant science 

industry. Our experts have been 

featured talking about the benefits 

of plant science technologies in 

print and radio news across the 

country. We’ve also had a very high 

publication rate for our letters to 

newspaper editors with more than 

60 letters published last fiscal year.
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SPRiNg DiALOguE DAyS

Expanding on our 2010 government meetings, CropLife 

Canada organized a Spring Dialogue Days event in 2011 

providing members and stakeholders with an opportunity 

to engage with senior officials from government 

departments and agencies. This first annual event 

attracted 100 attendees.

2010 GrowCanada conference
The GrowCanada conference, an annual event supported by a team 

of value chain partners, continued building on its reputation of excellence 

under the 2010 theme Growing Solutions, Connecting for the Future. 

More than 500 stakeholders, among them academia, farmers, industry, 

elected officials and bureaucrats, attended the conference held in 

Ottawa. Thirty-five Members of Parliament attended the opening night 

reception. New to the 2010 conference was the inclusion of a youth 

contingent to both the program and the audience.Vibrant
The economic gains farmers of field,  

fruit and vegetable crops achieve through 

improved yields and quality leads to more 

than 97,000 full-time spin off jobs 

in 20 different sectors.

About 65 per cent of Canada’s $10 billion 

food surplus can be attributed to increased 

yields resulting from the use of 

crop protection products and plant 

biotechnology.

The value created by plant science technologies 

results in $385 million in tax revenue 

for all three levels of government.

Public outreach

We continued our public outreach 

efforts, attending the Royal 

Agricultural Winter Fair in Toronto 

in 2010 for the third consecutive 

year with our interactive booth. The 

fair attracted some 300,000 visitors, 

among them many teachers and 

students. CropLife Canada also had 

a booth at the Western Farm Progress 

Show, which provided an opportunity 

to interact first-hand with farmers. 

The event attracted more than 

43,000 attendees. 

The golf industry is facing pressure 

to limit its pesticide use and there 

are groups pushing for a ban on the 

use of these tools on golf courses. 

CropLife Canada began actively 

reaching out to the golf sector to 

educate them about pest control 

products. We had a presence at 

the Ottawa Golf Show in addition 

to producing a number of 

supporting communications  

tools for the golf industry. 

Government outreach

Over the last year, CropLife Canada 

reached out more aggressively to 

provincial and municipal governments 

that both have and are contemplating 

bans on the use of urban pesticides, 

including attendance at two 

Federation of Canadian Municipality 

conferences where we delivered 

our messages to countless key 

local decision makers from across 

the country. 
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Responsible

Using technology to protect  
our environment
CropLife Canada and its member companies are committed to being 

world-leaders in lifecycle stewardship of pest control products 

and plant biotechnology. Encouraging the responsible use of 

these technologies will ensure that farmers – and all Canadians 

– can experience their enormous benefits.

Producing more food with 

fewer resources is the eternal 

challenge of the Canadian 

farmer. Thanks in part to 

technologies like pesticides 

and plant biotechnology, 

Canadian farmers have met 

this challenge in an impressive 

way. They’re growing more 

food using less land all while 

reducing their impact on the 

environment. In fact, without 

these tools, Canada would 

need to turn 37 million more 

acres into agricultural land 

to generate the same production 

it does today. This is roughly 

equal to the total cropped 

acreage of Saskatchewan or 

four times the cropped acreage 

of Ontario. Fortunately, 

farmers are able to protect 

this land for important 

wildlife habitats. 

Responsible 
technology use

Our industry is committed  

to ensuring farmers have the 

information they need to responsibly 

use both crop protection products 

and plant biotechnology. In 2010, 

CropLife Canada delivered on-farm 

sprayer calibration training programs 

to more than 100 growers in Prince 

Edward Island and New Brunswick. 

CropLife Canada and the Ontario 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Rural Affairs partnered to deliver the 

first ever air-blast sprayer technology 

workshops to growers in Ontario in 

the spring of 2010. 

We continue to manage proper use 

of biotechnology traits. Our Insect 

Resistance Management Compliance 

Assurance Program ensures growers 

of Bt corn are responsibly planting 

the appropriate quantities of non-Bt 

corn to reduce the incidence of insect 

resistance. In 2010, CropLife Canada 

completed the Insect Resistance 

Management on-farm assessment 

pilot project, with audits completed 

by the Agrichemical Warehousing 

Standards Association. The full 

audit program is scheduled to 

launch in 2011 in Quebec, 

Ontario and Manitoba. 

CropLife Canada offered Compliance 

Management for Confined Field Trials 

training program in Guelph in the 

winter of 2010. To date, more than 

400 researchers have completed 

the program. As new biotechnology-

derived seeds come onto the market, 

older products may be taken out of 

production. CropLife Canada and the 

Canadian Seed Trade Association 

developed a discontinued product 

checklist to facilitate the removal 

of discontinued products from 

the market.

Airblast Sprayers 101

Brought to you by:

V2-2012

Participant Handbook
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Certified Crop Science Consultants 
CropLife Canada delivers the Certified Crop Science Consultant 

program in partnership with the University of Saskatchewan. Last year, 

408 industry professionals were certified as part of the program,  

a requirement for all CropLife Canada member company staff who 

provide product and technical use recommendations.Responsible

Farmers have been able to almost double 

their production of wheat in the last 

60 years without significantly increasing 

the net new land cultivated, thanks in part 

to plant science technologies.

Plant science technologies allow farmers to 

adopt no-till or conservation tillage practices, 

which prevented 12 billion kilograms 
of CO2 from entering the atmosphere 

in 2008. 

Crop protection products and plant 

biotechnology help save about 171 

million litres of diesel fuel each year 

through conservation tillage practices.

Product storage  
and stewardship

CropLife Canada and its members 

require that all facilities that store 

pest control products do so in a 

safe and environmentally responsible 

way, which it enforces through the 

Agrichemical Warehousing Standards 

Association (AWSA), an industry-led 

organization. Last year all 1,407 

warehouses across the country were 

certified by AWSA auditors. In addition, 

AWSA partnered with the Canadian 

Fertilizer Institute to deliver the 

Anhydrous Ammonia Code of Practice 

to more 436 locations across 

Canada. AWSA also transitioned its 

training program to an entirely online 

platform delivering industry-specific 

training for Workplace Hazardous 

Materials Information System 

(WHMIS) and Transportation of 

Dangerous Goods (TDG) courses. 

Last year, all nine CropLife Canada 

member formulating facilities were 

audited and recertified under the 

Manufacturing Code of Practice, 

which evaluates several key 

production parameters including 

occupational health and safety 

protocols, environmental protection 

as well as assimilating reporting 

criteria that includes waste rate, 

injury frequency, lost time 

frequency and waste reduction.

2010 SALES BREAKDOwN

• Sales of crop protection products in 2010 totaled 

$1.5 billion, a decrease of about 23 per cent from 2009. 

• Sales of developer’s seeds with novel traits were up  

27 per cent in 2010 to $760 million.
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Efficient
Crop protection products 

and plant biotechnology create 

billions of dollars in value 

for crop farmers each year. 

In fact, the increased quality 

and yields that result from 

these technologies creates 

$6.4 billion in value for 

farmers of Canada’s major 

field crops. And similarly, 

crop protection products create 

enormous value for growers 

of fruit and vegetable crops. 

About 65 per cent of vegetable 

and 70 per cent of fruit crop 

production can be attributed 

to farmers’ use of pesticides. 

Last year, CropLife Canada helped 

lead a coalition of like-minded 

stakeholders in the fight against Bill 

C-474, an anti-biotech bill that would 

have hurt trade, investment and 

research. The bill was successfully 

defeated in the House of Commons.

Promoting regulatory 
efficiency

In times of fiscal restraint, both 

regulators and industry must look 

for opportunities to achieve new 

efficiencies. CropLife Canada has 

been working with regulatory officials 

in both the crop protection and plant 

biotechnology areas to increase 

regulatory efficiencies to secure timely, 

predictable and science-based 

registration processes for bringing 

plant science technologies to market 

without compromising safety or the 

integrity of the regulatory systems. 

As part of these efforts, we 

produced a report for the Red Tape 

Reduction Commission detailing 

recommendations to improve 

registration processes within the 

Pest Management Regulatory Agency 

and the Canadian Food Inspection 

Agency. CropLife Canada’s submission 

also included industry’s views on 

the protection of intellectual property 

as well as recommendations for 

Environment Canada on reducing 

duplicative regulatory burden.

Canada – U.S. cooperation

CropLife Canada met with United 

States Ambassador David Jacobson, 

Canadian Ambassador Gary Doer 

and other government officials to 

press for key agricultural trade issues 

to be addressed by the Canada-U.S. 

Regulatory Cooperation Council. As 

a result, agricultural trade issues are 

at the top of the government’s agenda, 

including our specific proposals 

on biotechnology and crop 

protection products.

Global harmonization
CropLife Canada remains committed 

to advocating for pesticide regulatory 

harmonization, which has advanced 

considerably in the last 15 years.  

In fact, global joint reviews and 

work-shares for new crop protection 

products have become commonplace.  

The advantages to international 

regulatory harmonization are 

numerous – from common data 

packages, predictable and timely 

review outcomes, common Maximum 

Residue Limits (MRLs) and conditions 

Driving                       on the farm
Innovation has been a big piece of the Canadian agricultural success 

story and will continue to be important as farmers face the ongoing 

challenges of trying to feed a growing population with changing 

weather conditions, increased pressure on water supplies and limited 

available arable land. As such, CropLife Canada is committed to 

securing legislation, regulation and policy that encourage science 

and industry innovation.

productivity
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Raising our political profile 
To raise the profile of both CropLife Canada and our member 

companies’ issues at the political level, we engaged in a number  

of key strategic sponsorships, including the Annual Parliament Hill 

United Way Fundraiser, the Canadian Association of Former 

Parliamentarians and the 2011/12 Parliamentary Internship Program.Efficient
Some 58 per cent of Canada’s potato 

crops would not exist without the use  

of crop protection products.

About 32 per cent of Canada’s $20 billion 

in field crops would not exist if farmers 

did not have access to crop protection 

products and plant biotechnology.

About 65 per cent of vegetable and  

70 per cent of fruit crop production 

can be attributed to farmers’ use of crop 

protection products.

of use to allow small-market (minor 

use) growers access to the latest, 

innovative pesticides. These 

international activities provide 

significant advantages to Canadian 

growers and other users without 

reducing protections to Canadians’ 

health or environment.

Grower Requested Own 
Use (GROU) program
The GROU program allows Canadian 

farmers to access U.S. versions of 

certain pesticides. CropLife Canada 

reaffirmed its support for the program 

and the need for future GROU 

regulations (expected sometime in 

2012) to incorporate specific product 

eligibility requirements, importation 

parameters and restrictions on 

third-party facilitators for the 

program to succeed. 

Data protection 
regulations 
As of May 2011, 20 products had 

been registered under the 

Proprietary Interests in Pesticide 

Data (PPIP) regulations, which 

came into effect in June 2010.  

At that time, the Pest Management 

Regulatory Agency was also 

processing 124 applications  

(71 technical grade active 

ingredients, 53 end-use products). 

Low level presence (LLP)
One of the big issues facing farmers 

and the biotech industry today is LLP. 

This is the unintended presence, at 

low levels, of a genetically modified 

event that has undergone a full 

science-based safety assessment 

and been approved in at least one 

country but not the country of import. 

CropLife Canada remained actively 

engaged in finding a workable 

solution for LLP, an issue that has 

led to significant trade challenges. 

The Grains Innovation Roundtable 

Trade Policy Working Group, 

which CropLife Canada co-chaired, 

developed a report with 

recommendations on dealing with 

LLP for the Government of Canada.
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CropLife Canada is continuing to forge and lead 

alliances with stakeholder groups to help achieve 

the industry’s vision and sound public policy.

We continue to build on our 

GrowCanada partnership to present 

the annual GrowCanada conference, 

share in communications and 

outreach activities, host joint 

receptions and collaborate on policy 

issues. For example, we brought 

together grower groups to host a 

reception for industry stakeholders 

and elected officials in Edmonton. 

CropLife Canada’s  Chemistry 

Science and Regulatory Committee 

hosted stakeholder outreach meetings 

and a reception in Guelph.

CropLife Canada remains engaged 

in a number of multi-stakeholder 

groups that are involved in pesticides 

and pesticide regulation. Some of 

these include the Federal/Provincial/

Territorial Committee on Pesticides 

and Pest Management; the Pest 

Management Advisory Council 

(PMAC) – an advisory group to the 

Minister of Health; the Economic 

Management Advisory Council 

(EMAC) – a CropLife Canada 

co-chaired council advising the 

head of the PMRA on issues relating 

to efficiency and cost effectiveness; 

and the NAFTA Technical Working 

Group on Pesticides.

Sustainability
As consumer demand for food 

produced through sustainable 

practices increases, there’s a need 

to measure the sustainability of 

agriculture practices. CropLife 

Canada has co-funded a multi-year 

project with Pulse Canada and 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, 

supported by a broader stakeholder 

alliance, to develop key scientific 

measures of sustainability for 

prairie cropping practices. 

CropLife Canada brought 

international sustainability expert 

Dr. Philippa Guest to Canada to 

speak to government, industry and 

the horticulture sector about the 

implications of voluntary and 

government sustainability standards 

on Canadian agricultural exports. 

In an effort to build relationships 

with academia, CropLife Canada 

partnered with the University of 

Guelph to host a climate change 

conference. This proved to be a 

valuable opportunity to discuss the 

implications of climate change on 

the plant science industry and how 

new technologies can help address 

the looming challenges.

Urban pesticide use
As legislation banning the use of 

urban pesticides continues to be 

enacted and considered in various 

jurisdictions, CropLife Canada has 

joined together with like-minded 

stakeholders to advocate for sound, 

science-based regulations and 

communicate the benefits of urban 

pesticides. We’ve formed broad 

stakeholder groups in various 

municipalities and provinces to 

present a strong, united voice on 

the issue.

While Newfoundland and Labrador 

announced a ban on the sale and 

use of some urban pesticides, both 

British Columbia and Edmonton 

decided that more study was required 

of this complex issue. After several 

years of a ban in Ontario, we’re now 

starting to see consumer dissatisfaction. 

Polling commissioned by CropLife 

Canada indicated that less than 

half of Ontarians are in favour of 

the ban and almost half would like 

the ban eliminated or relaxed.
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Industry’s commitment to responsibly 
managing pesticide waste on the farm
CropLife Canada’s sister company, CleanFARMS, is a not-for-profit 

industry stewardship organization committed to environmental 

responsibility through the proper management of agricultural 

waste. CleanFARMS’ programs are world-renowned and manage 

crop protection waste from farms across Canada.

Empty Pesticide 
Container Collection 
Program

In 2010, 4,543,074 empty pesticide 

containers less than 23 litres were 

collected across Canada. This 

number was similar to the collection 

numbers in 2009, when about 

4.6 million containers were collected. 

This is significant considering the 

weather related issues in the Prairies 

in 2010, where a large amount of 

farmland could not be planted due 

to weather conditions.

Obsolete Pesticide 
Collection Campaign
CleanFARMS delivered two obsolete 

pesticide collection programs in 2010, 

collecting 11,105 kilograms of 

obsolete pesticides.

One collection campaign took place 

in central Alberta, in partnership with 

the Municipality of Rocky View, 

where 9,020 kilograms of 

products were collected and safely 

destroyed. CleanFARMS also 

partnered with the Newfoundland 

and Labrador Department of 

Environment and Conservation  

to collect 2,085 kilograms of 

obsolete pesticides.

Empty Pesticide Paper 
Bag Collection Program
The empty pesticide paper bag 

collection program began as a pilot 

collection program in 2006 in 

Prince Edward Island. To build  

on the success of this initiative, 

CleanFARMS expanded the 

program to Nova Scotia and  

New Brunswick in 2010.

In 2010, 36,300 empty pesticide 

paper bags were collected and 

returned to Charlottetown’s waste 

to energy facility. To date, more 

than 130,700 paper bags have 

been returned.

Leading-edge research 
into managing 
agricultural waste

CleanFARMS has partnered with 

the provinces of Ontario, Manitoba 

and Saskatchewan to conduct 

studies to look at the types and 

quantities of waste found on farms. 

These studies – which are the first 

of their kind – will also determine the 

best option to safely and responsibly 

dispose of such waste and look at 

cutting-edge ways to recycle 

agricultural waste.
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