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C H A I R ’ S  M E S S A G E

CropLife Canada and our members firmly believe that technology innovation at the farm gate level has a pivotal role to play in
addressing the challenges facing society and farmers.  In our view, the future will be defined by the “bio-economy” . The agrifood sector
has seen an increase in the challenges it faces, ranging from varied consumer demands, heightened competition in the global economy
and rapidly changing technology.

To be competitive, Canadian agriculture must do its part to protect the environment, provide safe, healthy and abundant food and
embrace innovation.  If Canada’s agriculture industry is to benefit from a bio-based economy, farmers will be dependent upon new 
technologies and innovations from plant sciences. The products developed, made and distributed by CropLife Canada members are
playing an evolving role in both the innovation and diversification of Canadian agriculture.  This includes new technology for new foods
such as healthy alternatives to trans-fats, new fuels such as ethanol and bio-diesel and new and cheaper ways to produce important
pharmaceutical molecules in crops instead of labs.  

While crops will always be a source of food and feed, in this “new”  agriculture of the future, plants will also serve as the platform for the
production of bio-fuels, biomaterials, bio-plastics, industrial oils, vaccines, drugs, functional foods and nutraceuticals.  

These solutions for society as a whole are in addition to the work going on that is specific to the interest of our immediate customers –
our farmers.  Our member companies are hard at work on newer, safer, more effective reduced-risk pesticides; minor-use pesticides,
drought tolerant crops, disease resistant crops, and smart crops that address changing consumer demand.

Leadership in research, innovation and the adoption of new technology will drive the successful transformation of agriculture in this
country.   It will create new products, new business, new markets and new solutions. 

Increased access to new and innovative agricultural products helps Canadian growers become more competitive on the world stage 
and prosper at home.  Agriculture needs innovation to keep pace with global competition in food production, and in the use of plants
for industrial, pharmaceutical and other applications.  Access to pest control products in pace with our competitors is a key priority for
Canadian growers.

CropLife Canada’s GrowCanada initiative is about building supportive partnerships across the agricultural value chain. By working
together we can – and will make a difference.  By teaming up with our stakeholders, Canada will achieve its goal of becoming a global
leader in agriculture and agri-food.  This year, we have made valuable strides
towards a sustainable future, building on our successful crop technologies 
and expanding our role beyond food and feed to new
markets in energy, health, biomaterials, fibre and forestry.   

There has been a lot of
talk over the past year
about transformation and
the role our industry plays
in the future of agriculture
and the agri-food sector. 
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

In today’s rapidly changing world, those of us in and around agriculture are watching very carefully as our industry undergoes a
dynamic transformation.  This year’s Annual Report reflects our ongoing commitment to innovation and stewardship and to the
transformational change taking place in agriculture. 

Our association is focused on creating a business environment that fosters the further growth and development of the plant science
industry in Canada. Innovation needs to root and take hold in Canada if we are to achieve competitive sustainable agriculture.
Through both our relationship with our federal and provincial regulators and our partnerships with our stakeholders throughout the
value chain, we are working as an integrated team to ensure this goal.   These partnerships are key to everything we do and achieve.

Much of our work this year has been focused on ensuring public policy and building upon the regulations that govern our products. 

This year:

•   We continued our efforts to ensure that the regulatory system allows for increased safety for Canadians, while giving them the  
benefits that pest control products provide.  Our industry stands for safety and innovation, and so celebrated the long awaited   
coming into force of the new Pest Control Products Act  (PCPA). 

•   We participated in the Pest Management Regulatory Agency’s Own Use Import Task Force.  The Task Force participants  
unanimously agreed to recommend changes to the Own Use Import program, accelerate progress on NAFTA harmonization, and
modernization of the generic registration system.  

•   We launched the exciting new CleanFarms communication initiative. This highly visible program highlights our industry’s 
stewardshipfirst™ environmental responsibility initiatives that has resulted in the collection of more than 64 million empty plastic
pesticide containers across Canada since the program’s inception, and has garnered positive media coverage.  

•   We continued to take a strong stand for science-based discussions on key issues impacting plant biotechnology, including GURTS.
Our position was shared with our industry partners and grower stakeholders to ensure their needs are met.  

•   We worked with our value chain stakeholder partners to reduce market export concerns for plant biotechnology products by forming  
a Canadian Coalition on Adventitious Presence (AP).  In concert with the Global AP coalition, they will advance an international 
standard through Codex for the safety assessment of low levels of GM plant products, which may be present in food exports.  

•   We continued to increase the general public’s awareness of the benefits of crop protection methods and technologies through our
Food For Thought public relations campaign.

•   We worked to ensure municipalities across Canada leave the regulation of pesticide use to the federal  and provincial governments.

Our technologies will always be regulated, but we must be smart and nimble about our regulations.  They must be based on the latest
internationally accepted science and more fully harmonized with those of our major trading partners.  We must begin to look at how
regulation can be “enabling”  – not “disabling”  of innovation.  Canadians need to feel confident in the system that regulates these new
technologies, new crops and new uses - ones with which they may not be familiar, but which are key to our future.  And we need to
build that confidence. Our efforts this year have focused on these key principles, and we are extremely proud of this spotlight.

CropLife Canada is the trade association representing the entire plant science industry.  As such, our goal is simple – to provide a
single unified voice on behalf of the role our industry sector will play in transforming agriculture: the key to the future success of the
entire agriculture and agri-food industry. CropLife Canada and our members are committed to fulfilling our role in this transformation
by providing new innovative products and technologies for Canadians, farmers and the future. 

As a final note, I would like to acknowledge the leadership and support provided by the Board of Directors.  To the competent, 
hardworking and professional staff, I say a heartfelt thank you.  The work we do would not be 
possible without your support and dedication.  I would also like to welcome our newest 
staff member Russel Hurst, Manager, Stewardship Development.  

Agriculture brings 
exponential value to
Canadians. It makes us healthier,
helps to protect our environment and 
is a significant contributor to our 
country’s economic well-being. 
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C R O P L I F E  C A N A D A  2 0 0 5 / 6  S U C C E S S E S

a year in review

Gr o wCan ada!  
In  our  cont inued  commit ment , we f ocused  on our
Gr owCanad a par t ner sh ips .  Th is  year , a Legis l at ive
Recept ion, St akehol d er  Recept ions and  our  Nat ional
Conf er ence wer e t he f or ums f or  Cr opLif e Canad a
and  our  s t akehol d er s  t o  cel ebr at e agr icul t ur e, 
innovat ion, and  t he new bioeconomy.

Gr o wS as kat c h ewan !  
On Apr il  1 9 , 2 0 0 6 , Cr opLif e Canad a host ed  a
Gr owCanad a-Gr owSaskat chewan r ecept ion in  Regina
wit h  n ine par t ner  or ganizat ions r epr esent ing
Canad a's  agr icul t ur e and  agr i-f ood  sect or . Member s
of  t he Legis l at ive Assembl y l ear ned  how f ut ur e 
t echnol ogical  innovat ion can ad d r ess t he chal l enges
f acing societ y and  our  f ar mer s . 

Wo r k in g  To get h er  in  Win n ipeg
Cr opLif e Canad a and  t he Canad ian Associat ion of
Agr i Ret ail er s  (CAAR) host ed  a r ecept ion on J anuar y
1 8 , 2 0 0 6 .  6 5  at t end ees f r om ind ust r y, s t akehol d er
or ganizat ions and  gover nment  wit nessed  t he 
impor t ance of  ind ust r y-gover nment  wor king t oget her .

Put t in g  s af eguar ds  in  f o r c e
On J une 2 8 , 2 0 0 6 , t he new Pest
Cont r o l  Pr od uct s  Act  (PCPA) was
br ought  in t o  f or ce.  Cr opLif e Canad a
wel comed  t he new Act , wh ich 
pr ovid es ad d it ional  saf eguar d s and
measur es aimed  at  pr ot ect ing t he
heal t h  and  envir onment  o f
Canad ians.  Cr opLif e Canad a 
pr ovid ed  member s , s t akehol d er s  and  
gover nment  wit h  br ief ings and  cl ear ,
ins ight f ul  anal ys is  o f  key ar eas
impact ing t he agr icul t ur e and  pl ant
science ind ust r y. 

Please join CropLife Canada and our GrowCanada partners:  Cana
Growers of Canada, Canola Council of Canada, Canadian Renewable 

Canadian Canola Growers Association, and Canadian
at an informal reception to discuss Canada's future in mo

CropLife Canada et ses partenaires Cultiver le Canada: la Fédération
Producteurs de grains du Canada, Conseil canadien du canola, l’As

renouvelables, BioProduits Canada, Canadian Canola Growers Asso
commerce des semences vous invitent à une ré

pour discuter l'avenir de l'agriculture moderne et in

Wed nesd ay,5 :0 0  pm t o 8 :0 0
The Commonweal t h Room, Cent r

Le mer c  e 2 0 0 5 , De 1 7  h à 
La Sal l e d u Commonweal t h, Éd if ice

Cocktails and light 
refreshments will be served.
RSVP by November 18th to
Colleen Hogan at 416 622-9771 
or hoganc@croplife.ca

No matter where you live in Canada, a competitive 

agriculture sector is essential for economic prosperity.  

GrowCanada works to build partnerships throughout 

the agricultural value chain because we know that 

increased access to new and innovative agricultural 

products helps Canadian growers become more 

competitive on the world stage and prosper at home.  

Plant science innovations like pest control products 

and plant biotechnology help Canadian growers 

provide an affordable, safe, abundant food supply.

Peu importe où vous habitez au Canada, un secteur 

agricole concurrentiel est primordial à la prospérité 

économique. "Cultiver le Canada" s’emploie à établir 

des partenariats sur toute la chaîne de valeur agricole 

parce que nous savons qu’un meilleur accès à de 

nouveaux produits agricoles innovateurs aide aux 

agriculteurs canadiens à devenir plus compétitifs 

sur la scène mondiale et à prospérer chez eux. Les 

technologies phytoscientifiques comme les produits 

antiparasitaires et la biotechnologie végétale aident 

aux agriculteurs canadiens à fournir un 

approvisionnement alimentaire abordable, 

sécuritaire et abondant. 

    

GrowCanada

WH ERE I N N OVATI ON

TAK ES ROOT
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Over  3 7 5  peopl e at t end ed  t he 2 0 0 5  Cr opLif e Canad a
Annual  Conf er ence f ocused  on innovat ion and  
oppor t unit ies  f or  t he f ut ur e in  Canad ian agr icul t ur e.
Cr opLif e Canad a shone a spot l igh t  on pl ant  science 
t echnol ogy and  on it s  r o l e in  f os t er ing innovat ion in
Canad ian agr icul t ur e.  The Annual  Conf er ence hel d  in
Niagar a Fal l s , ON br ought  t oget her  Cr opLif e Canad a
member s , s t akehol d er s  and  gover nment  par t ner s  t o
shar e in f or mat ion and  oppor t unit ies  t o  f acil it at e 
innovat ion. The l is t  o f  d is t inguished  speaker s  incl ud ed
keynot e speaker , Dr . Bj or n Lombor g, t he 'skept ical  
envir onment al is t ', who chal l enged  publ ic und er s t and ing
of  gl obal  chal l enges in  t he ar eas of  human heal t h  and
t he envir onment  and  d iscussed  how t hese chal l enges
coul d  be pr ior it ized  t o  f acil it at e pos it ive change.  

Ch al l en g in g  t h e med ia 
Cr opLif e Canad a is  t he vo ice of  t he pl ant  science
ind ust r y - and  our  vo ice is  hear d .  Th is  year , we
st epped  up t o  t he pl at e t o  ensur e Canad ians r eceived
f act ual , science based  in f or mat ion on Canad a’s 
s t r ingent  r egul at or y in f or mat ion. Cr opLif e Canad a
engaged  in  d iscuss ions on GURTs, Coexis t ence,
Biosaf et y Pr ot oco l  and  municipal  by-l aw d iscuss ions
acr oss Canad a. 

S t an d in g  up. s peak in g  o u t .
Cr opLif e Canad aís  Lor ne Hepwor t h  and  Pet er
MacLeod  appear ed  bef or e t he Agr icul t ur e and  
Agr i-Food  St and ing Commit t ee on Thur sd ay, J une 8 ,
2 0 0 6 .  The semi-annual  upd at e f r om t he PMRA
al l owed  t he St and ing Commit t ee t o  r eceive Impor t ant
upd at es on t he PMRA's  act ivit ies  and  pr ogr ess.  They
r aised  awar eness of  key issues r el evant  t o  t he pl ant
science ind ust r y, incl ud ing our  ind ust r y’s r o l e in
cont r ibut ing t o  a s t r ong, sust ainabl e agr icul t ur e
ind ust r y and  our  wor k wit h  t he PMRA t o pr ot ect
human heal t h  and  t he envir onment .

H igh l igh t in g  a s uc c ess f u l
bio t ec h n o l o gy in dus t r y
In  2 0 0 6 , Cr opLif e Canad a cont inued
t o buil d  par t ner sh ips  wit h  val ue
chain s t akehol d er s  impor t ant  f or  t he
success of  t he pl ant  bio t echnol ogy
ind ust r y.  The ind ust r y came 
t oget her  wit h  f ar mer s , r esear cher s ,
gr ain expor t er s , f ood  manuf act ur er s
and  r et ail er s  on many pr o j ect s
incl ud ing ad vancing a common 
pos it ion on t he Biosaf et y Pr ot oco l
and  Ad vent it ious Pr esence.
Cont inuing t o  buil d  t hese par t ner -
sh ips  wil l  be a key buil d ing bl ock in
t he t r ansf or mat ion of  Canad ian 
agr icul t ur e.  

In the
spotlight
Pl an t  
Sc ience 
and
Techno l ogy

2005 marked 
the celebration of

10
years
of successful 

commercialization 
and plant 

biotechnology 
in Canada.

A N EW
BIOECON OMY

500 billion

2015: 
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C R O P  P R O T E C T I O N  C H E M I S T R Y

“Pest control products are critical if Canadian farmers are 
to produce abundant high quality crops, and much of our
focus this year has been on keeping them competitive.”

Timely, competitive access to innovations

Our farmers need and deserve access to a similar array of
competitively priced pest control products as farmers in
other countries, especially the U.S.  Issues like access to
new products, harmonization and Own Use Import have
serious implications for the plant science industry and the
overall transformation of agriculture. 

The world is rapidly changing, and there’s no question 
that agriculture has moved to a global marketplace.  The
potential impacts are enormous, not only for the plant 
science industry, but for the entire Canadian agriculture
industry.  Given the global market for food crops, common
regulatory approaches with our NAFTA trading partners
make sense.  Many regulatory differences exist between
Canada and the U.S. which are impacting the agriculture
industry’s access to new technologies.  We can’t afford to
have regulatory policies that place Canadians in a catch-up
position behind our major trading partners in adopting
innovation and technology.

Harmonization

International harmonization of pesticide regulation is 

intended to eliminate trade barriers, increase efficiencies
and reduce cost for regulators and registrants.  It is 
occurring under the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) Technical Working Group on
Pesticides and within the framework of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Pesticide
Forum.  Harmonization will effectively reduce the time
required to obtain important registrations and also to
reduce wasteful duplication and evaluations, both for 
applicants and the regulator.  Through the NAFTA forum,
industry and governments have teamed up to address this
issue, and made enormous strides. The goal for industry is

one data package, one data evaluation and synchronous

registration decisions between Canada and the U.S. 

Minor-use and micro-use products are gaining ever-
increasing importance in the production of lower volume,
higher value crops such as plant-made pharmaceuticals
and industrial products, while the gap in pest control 
technology for Canada is a growing issue.  This is  
recognized by industry, users and government and we
have been working together to address this issue.
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Harmonized regulatory approaches and procedures
between countries will safeguard the health and safety of
Canadians, ensure a healthy environment, and create the
climate necessary for our economy to become more 
innovative and competitive.  CropLife Canada will continue
to strongly advocate for further alignment of our regulatory
system to ensure a safe abundant food supply and 
agricultural competitiveness.  

Own Use Import - Addressing the gaps 

Own use importation (OUI) of pesticides has been 
permitted under the Pest Control Products Regulations
since the early ‘90s.  The concept was to provide growers
with the opportunity to import pest control products
equivalent to Canadian registered products for their own
use, on their own land and for their own benefit.  In 2005,
questions arose regarding the impact of a large-scale OUI
program on new product innovation and safety issues 
related to product equivalency and stewardship. In 2005, a
total of 5.5 million litres of a single pesticide were brought
in under this permit-based program, effectively bypassing
Canada’s regulatory system.

As a member of the Pest Management Regulatory Agency
OUI Task Force, CropLife Canada helped to draft 
recommendations for the PMRA on the future of the OUI
Program.  The Task Force report recommendations
addressed importation for own use and additional issues
such as improved access to products, the generic 
pesticide registration process, and NAFTA harmonization.  
The members of the Task Force were unanimous in their
support of the recommendations.  The proposed approach
generates real improvements for growers’ access to 
pesticides while ensuring that health, safety and 
environmental stewardship are maintained to the 
highest standards.

Safeguarding Canadians and the environment 

On June 28, 2006, the new Pest Control Products Act
(PCPA) was finally brought into force.   CropLife Canada
has been an active participant in the development of this
new Act over the last four years to ensure it was science-
based and supported innovative pest control technology.
The new PCPA contains many new regulatory provisions,
including three key areas to strengthen health and 
environmental protection, increase transparency and oppor-
tunities for public participation in decision-making, and fur-
ther post-registration controls. As an industry that stands for
the principles of safety and innovation, we have supported
the new Pest Control Products Act (PCPA) from introduc-
tion through Royal Assent.  We believe this legislation allows
for increased safety for Canadians, while giving them the
invaluable benefits that pest control products provide.  

UPMC – Working to

ensure smart cities 

leave the regulation 

of pesticide use 

to the federal 

government

The Urban Pest Manage-
ment Council (UPMC)
continued to work to ensure
that Canada’s regulatory
system continues to be
world-class and to ensure
that municipalities don’t
duplicate the regulations
already in place through
the federal government. 

This year, the UPMC
requested that the Supreme Court of Canada hear its 
legal challenge on the City of Toronto.  The industry was
disappointed that the Supreme Court opted not to consider
the legal challenge of the Toronto by-law.  However, the
UPMC continues to advocate that other cities don’t have 
to follow Toronto’s lead in implementing a pesticide by-law.
The UPMC continues to urge municipalities that may be
considering wading into the issue to follow the example of
Ottawa and the other centres that have resisted the 
temptation to re-invent the wheel at taxpayers’ expense.

To help ensure that municipalities don’t remove the 
benefits provided by the science-based federal regulation
of pest control products, the UPMC engaged the public, 
city councillors and the media in understanding the 
implications of implementing a pesticide by-law.  The goal
is and continues to be to ensure smart municipalities will
opt to leave the issue in the hands of federal regulators.  

“To compete in this global market,

Canadian farmers need leading 

edge agricultural products and 

competitively priced farm inputs 

including pest control products.

Canadian farmers must have access 

to the same products available to 

their competitors in the U.S. – 

at the same time.”
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“When you achieve success, the smartest next step is

to build on that success to achieve even better results.

So we’re setting the bar a little higher. We believe that

with the network of collection centres we now have in

place, and with Canadian farmers clearly on board,

that a recycling rate of 80% is well within reach.”

Chemistry Stewardship 

On behal f  of  our  

member s, Cr opLif e Canada

spends near l y 6 0 % of

our  budget  t o suppor t

st ewar dship pr ogr ams.

Thr ough t hese pr ogr ams,

we st r ive t o r esponsibl y 

manage t he heal t h, 

saf et y and  envir onment al

sust ainabil it y of  our

indust r y’s pr oduct s

t hr oughout  t heir  

l if e cycl e. 

C H E M I S T R Y  S T E W A R D S H I P

Canada leads the
w orld in pest icide 
container recycling

CleanFarms – 

Empty Pesticide Container Return Program 

Under the new banner of CleanFarms, CropLife
Canada picks up empty containers at over 1,200
collection sites in communities across the country,
shreds them, and transports the material to various 
recyclers.  There the granulated plastic is reused –
manufactured into drainage pipe for use back on
the farm and other useful recycled products. CropLife Canada will continue to increase
its return rate with a goal of 80% by 2008.

With over 64 million containers recycled and a return rate of over 65%, the response of
farmers to "CleanFarms", CropLife Canada's Stewardshipfirst environmental responsi-
bility initiative has made Canada a world leader in empty pesticide container recycling. 
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Obsolete Collection Program 

CropLife Canada in its 
commitment to the environment,
collects obsolete and unwanted
crop protection products.  This
national CropLife Canada initiative
sets up designated collection sites
so that farmers can safely dispose
of unwanted and obsolete crop 
protection products at no cost to
them.  This initiative highlights
how industry-led solutions can
improve the management of crop
protection waste products and
materials in Canada. In 2005,
farmers from across Ontario
brought in more than 120,000 kg
of unwanted and obsolete 
pesticides to 13 farm supply 
dealers across the province for
safe disposal.  Agricultural pro-
ducers in British Columbia
returned over 40,000 kg of
unwanted and obsolete 
agricultural pesticides to 
collection sites in February 
and March 2006. An additional 
program in New Brunswick 
collected over 7,000 kg in 
March 2006.

Safety First

The Agrichemical Warehouse Standards Association (AWSA) – the largest industry self-
regulated program in Canada – exists to reduce the risk of fires, spills and industrial
accidents. For Canada's agricultural chemical retailers, AWSA provides assurance that
pesticides are being stored and distributed in a safe and responsible manner. CropLife
Canada member companies ship only to AWSA certified warehouses.

Since its inception in 1995, the AWSA has virtually eliminated health and environmental
incidents associated with the storage of agrichemicals. In 2005, the program certified
1,544 warehouses nationally for safe pesticide storage, representing all agrichemical
warehouses in Canada. In this year alone, 25 trained auditors re-certified more than 
700 warehouses nationally. Each facility continues to be audited every two years.

This past year CropLife Canada re-issued its Manufacturing Code of Practice and 
included industry best practices. The inclusion of best practices provides manufacturers
with methods that will assist in implementation of the standards.  CropLife Canada also
intends to broaden the applications of these standards to include urban and structural
formulation facilities by December 31, 2008.

CropLife Canada is changing the method of maintaining certification in the Certified 
Crop Science Consultant (CCSC) program effective January 1, 2007.  Following initial 
certification, rather than re-taking the revised course every five years, ongoing 
maintenance of the CCSC status will be done through “Certified Educational Units” , or
CEUs.  This change will further support our commitment to stewardship and safety and
will benefit our members and their customers because it allows for greater currency of
knowledge through continuous learning initiatives.

Taking stock of stewardship 

CropLife Canada and our members promote a product lifecycle approach to manage our
industry’s products.  The plant science industry in Canada is dedicated to the develop-
ment of technologies that provide both safety to humans and the environment and 
benefits to all Canadians.  By adopting a philosophy of responsibility and stewardship,
we are helping to safeguard Canada's natural resources and our agricultural future. 

As part of our commitment to increase the impact of our stewardship activities, CropLife
Canada and our members have embarked on a process to measure and communicate
their effectiveness. In 2006, CropLife Canada will be releasing our first report to 
communicate valuable, factual information about the stewardship activities of CropLife
Canada and our member companies.  Our goal is to maximize the benefits and 
minimize any potential risks from product use through support and the promotion of
effective management of these products throughout their lifecycle.

Stewardship - Behind the Farm Gate 

In 2005, CropLife Canada and its members introduced a new stewardship initiative to
examine the human health and environmental concerns with crop protection product
use at the farm level. The initiative is aimed at addressing issues such as risk reduction,
safe application, food safety, identity preservation, environmental sustainability and 
traceability.

As with our other stewardship programs, success of the Behind the Farm Gate program
depends on the active role of partnerships within the agricultural industry. The goal of the
program is to collaborate with grower groups and commodity associations, governments
both federally and provincially and other educational and agri-business groups to provide
the agriculture industry with solutions to emerging concerns.
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F O O D  F O R  T H O U G H T an amazing achievement!

“Five years ago, I never imagined the positive 

headlines around pesticides like we have seen over 

the last two years. “How Pesticides are saving the 

Earth”and “Stop worrying - gorge on your fruits and 

veggies”are but two of many we have been able to

achieve through CropLife Canada’s Food for 

Thought initiative.”

Food for Thought has creatively
engaged kids, moms and the media
with first-hand, evidence-based 
information and insights about the 
crop protection industry and the foods
we eat. 

CropLife Canada has continued to proudly 
promote ‘Food for Thought’, an educational 
outreach program to increase the public’s 
awareness of the benefits of crop protection
methods and technologies that are used in
Canada. After a tremendous inaugural year, 
the response to Food for Thought this 
year was better than ever.



and they listened.we took science to the media...

73% of Canadian

women have been left

confused about the

safety of foods grown

using pesticides, as a

result of information

they have heard from

various sources.

INGREDIEN
TS

INGREDIENTS

INGREDIENTS

One important reason for this overwhelming success is the
highly effective outreach used to communicate the benefits
of our industry’s products.  “ Pesticides are saving the
earth” was one of many groundbreaking headlines that
captured media attention across the country.  The media
articles have generated greater public awareness and
helped dispel many of the common misconceptions  
associated with the crop protection industry.

Another key element of Food for Thought  is our 
advertising component created to further increase 
awareness. In addition to the “slug on lettuce”  ad running
in women’s magazines across the country and the “ feeding
a hungry world”  apple ad running in three consecutive 
editions of the Hill Times, we have an advertorial spread 
in the much-thumbed Harvest Ontario Annual Guide. 

Food for 

Thought was

designed to

change that
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E. PUREBODY

80%
of all fresh food

items show no 

detectable traces of

pesticide at all

76% OF WOMEN
surveyed feel that

crop protection
technologies have an
important role to play 
in providing abundant 

and affordable produce

MORE THAN

99%  
of fresh fruits and

vegetables are within the

Maximum Residue Limits set

by Health Canada

the
facts

81%
OF WOMEN across 

Canada feel that pests have
a serious impact on the

size and yield of
agricultural crops

Also contributing to its overall success is the grass roots program – Give Moms a Break.
According to Statistics Canada, mothers are the primary grocery shopper in homes with children.
To support mothers in this role, we created a website called givemomsabreak.ca.  This site is
designed to give moms a place to go to learn about food safety in Canada and decipher the myths
from the facts about the safety of the food they are feeding their families. We invited these women
into our new Give moms a break website, with a highway of information about pest control 
products and measured their reactions to specific information. 

CropLife Canada’s Food for Thought 
program also supports our future scientists.
Once again, CropLife Canada sent 50 kids to Science
Camp through ACTUA, a charitable organization dedicated
to providing kids with hands-on learning experiences in 
science and technology. We provided these camps with
curriculum materials related to our technology and mentors
from our member companies.  Patty Vandierendonck,
BASF and Denise Dewar, Vice President, CropLife Canada,
participated with ACTUA in their mentor program. In 
addition, CropLife Canada’s Food for Thought Teachers Aid
was printed in the Technology edition of Teach Magazine.
This aid is a grade-specific activity resource to help 
teachers engage the students around agriculture and our
technology, as well as fun bug cards that demonstrate not
only the bad insects but the beneficial insects that farmers
deal with when growing crops. 
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B I O T E C H N O L O G Y

“The past decade has seen a technology 

explosion, providing exciting new tools 

for Canadian farmers. This new 

generation of plant biotechnology 

provides solutions to many of the health,

energy, environmental and economic 

challenges facing Canadians.”

Whether a consumer or a farmer, 
the enormous benefits of plant 
biotechnology will impact you. They will
transform how we produce food, feed,
fuel and fibres. 

Canadian innovation in plant biotechnology 

contributes to the global food supply through the

development of drought, fungus and blight 

resistant crops.  

Over 8.5 million farmers in 21 countries planted 90 million
hectares of biotech crops in 2005. That remarkable 11
percent growth is documented in the 10th annual report 
of the International Service for Acquisition of Agri-Biotech
Applications (ISAAA).  Early-adopting Canadian farmers
grew slightly more biotech acres, with 82 percent of canola
and 60 percent of corn and soybeans derived from 
genetically modified crops.

Canada’s strict regulatory and food testing standards mean
Canadians can rest assured that our food supply is secure
and safe. It is important that our government maintains
high standards for health and the environment and we 
encourage them to continue to educate Canadians about
the strength of our regulatory system. 

Bringing government and stakeholders together 

This year, CropLife Canada hosted an industry and 
stakeholder meeting with the Biotechnology Science and
Regulatory Committee in Ottawa.  Over 55 people from
industry, federal and provincial government and stakeholder
groups throughout the value chain attended the meeting,
which included speakers from key government 
departments, including CFIA, AAFC, Industry Canada,
International Trade and Health Canada.  This event truly
highlighted the importance of bringing government, 
stakeholder and industry together to examine issues that
impact the value chain and to develop potential solutions.  
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Stewardship 

CropLife Canada is a global leader in stewardship of plant
science technologies.  Since undertaking plant 
biotechnology stewardship in 2000, CropLife Canada has
become involved in numerous initiatives promoting the
responsible use of these products from early development
to their arrival at the farm.  This year we showcased our
ongoing support for the further development of 
stewardship activities for the industry.  

Ensuring compliance through training 

CropLife Canada has developed a compliance 
management program for confined field trials of plants with
novel traits (PNTs) as part of the industry’s initiatives to
support responsible use of plant biotechnology during the
research and development stage preceding product 
commercialization.  This year, CropLife Canada provided 
training courses to researchers on compliance, and 
management courses in Guelph, ON and Saskatoon, SK. 

2 0 2 5 :
Feed in g  

8  B il l io n
peo pl e

Unraveling the debate around GURTs

The debate around GURTs (Genetic Use 
Restriction Technologies) – often referred to as 
“ terminator seeds”  has allowed experts to speak to 
the potential application and benefits of these new

technologies.  The science behind GURTs is as easy – 
and complex – as a light switch. GURTs are able to
regulate when and how genes express themselves in
plants. In a practical sense, imagine what it would mean 
if all the plant energy used to express insect resistance is
saved and “switched on”  only when there’s a pest attack.
The result would be a plant that can divert its energies to
producing more leaves, grain or fruit.

There are clear benefits to these technologies, which is
why CropLife Canada is working on a policy paper to
explain our support for the use of GURTs on a case-by-
case, scientific basis.  GURTs will be an important tool in
the development of entirely new uses for plants, which will
enable the farmer to target new markets. These products
would add to the containment of specific value-added traits
of use in the pharmaceutical sector (also known as 
plant made biopharmaceuticals) or as industrial products
(such as enzymes and polymers).

Adventitious Presence 

In 2006, CropLife International formed a global coalition on
adventitious presence. The Global Adventitious Presence
(AP) Coalition is comprised of representatives of the global
grain, feed, seed and food industries, industry associations
and technology developers.  Their goal is to establish clear
science-based risk assessment and risk management
guidance on the low level, adventitious presence of GM
plant products to assure public safety, minimize 
uncertainties experienced in their businesses and promote
the free movement of GM plant products between willing
buyers and sellers globally.  AP of GM plant products is a
reality that many governments and regulatory agencies are
addressing on a case-by-case basis.  Transparent 
discussions and international scientific consensus on this
matter would be helpful to many countries, contributing to
practical science-based solutions and facilitating trade.
CropLife Canada, along with our value chain stakeholders,
formed a Canadian AP Coalition in order to work with the
regulators here at home to ensure the free flow of
Canadian exports on the global stage.  The work of both
the Canadian and Global coalitions will continue in 2007.
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Highlighting Herbicide Tolerant Crop Stewardship 

Overall, farmers are demonstrating their ability to effectively
steward and manage Herbicide Tolerant (HT) crops in their
rotations – The industry initiatives through CropLife
Canada, its members and other stakeholders provide 
farmers with good stewardship information for managing
HT crops and HT volunteers.  HT crops have proven to 
be an important proven component of sustainable 
agriculture in Canada. 

CropLife Canada released the Herbicide Tolerant Crop
Stewardship Report to highlight the HT stewardship
activities undertaken by other members of the value chain.
Over the last ten years, the cultivation of HT canola and
other herbicide tolerant crops such as corn, soybean and
recently wheat has continued to grow.   CropLife Canada
has begun efforts towards developing an HT Stewardship
program to provide technical tools and advice on best
practices for the management of HT crops.

Helping to show how production systems can

coexist together

The evolution of agricultural production technologies will
create new opportunities for Canada’s growers.  However, 
in order to achieve the practical coexistence of various 
production systems, growers will require an awareness of
best management practices.  And we understand that
farmers may want to choose the best production for their
farm, whether this is genetically engineered (GE), 
conventional or organic. 

In our continued commitment to stewardship, CropLife
Canada launched the Coexistence Best Management
Practices Guide intended as a set of guidelines for growers
to maintain the viability of these production systems.  The
guide is designed to show how different crop production
systems are working effectively side-by-side in Canada –
i.e. genetically engineered (GE), conventional and organic 
crop production.  CropLife Canada is currently distributing
the guide to key stakeholders and government officials.

In 1995, biotech or genetically engineered (GE) crops were
introduced in Canada. Since then, the acres of GE canola,
corn and soybean have steadily increased each year to the
point where 50% or more of the total acres of these crops
consists of GE varieties. Conventional agricultural 
production continues to be widely practiced in canola, corn
and soybean while organic production accounts for a small

but important niche market.  The Canadian experience
with coexistence illustrates that there are ample markets
for crops from all production systems. 

ht
crops
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C R O P L I F E  C A N A D A  S A L E S  S U R V E Y  2 0 0 5

state of the

industry

An industry in transformation 

CropLife Canada members reported
pest control product sales of 
$ 1,338,272,000 in 2005, down 3% 
over 2004. This decrease was mainly
in the Herbicide sector in the Cereal 
and Oilseed crops, down 1% and 7%
respectively. Insecticides sales 
continued to fall in 2005, down
35%, while Fungicides and Seed
Treatments increased sales by 2%
and 10% vs. 2004.

Herbicides continue to dominate pesticide sales
in Canada accounting for 78% of all pesticide sales in
Canada in 2005. Sales deceased 2% vs. 2004 sales.
Cereal crops, while falling 1% from 2004, still accounted
for 41% of all pesticide sales. Soybean, Field beans and
Pulse Crops sales increased 4%, while sales on Corn fell
11% from  2004 sales. Chemfallow sales dropped by 5%.
Sales in Horticulture crops decreased 5% while Non-
Agriculture sales rose 5%. 

Fungicides accounted for 10% of all pesticide
sales in 2005 similar to 2004. Fungicide sales increased
2% over 2004 showing growth of 21% in the Cereals, 
13% in Soybean, Pulse and Canola Crops and 18% in the 
Non-Agriculture sector. Sales in Horticultural crops fell
15% due to periods of dry conditions. 



Insecticides accounted for 4% of all pesticides
sales in 2005, down 2% from 2004. Insecticide sales fell
35% over 2004. Insect pest pressure continued to fall
across most crop sectors with the exception of fruits and
vegetables. 

Sales of Pesticide by Active
Ingredient decreased by  5% over 2004.

Specialty Product sales accounted for
8% of pesticide sales in 2005, an increase of 8% over
2004 with Seed Treatment continuing its yearly increase,
up 10% over 2004.

Containers
The number of 
containers or package 
equivalents decreased
by 3% in 2005 with
most of the decrease
in plastic one trip 
containers.  Bulk 
container shipments
continued an upward
trend increasing 18%
over 2004. 

42%

1%2%2%
2%

4%

6%

7%

11%

15%
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CEREALS 
(WHEAT/BARLEY
/OATS)

CANOLA AND 
OTHER OILSEEDS

SOYBEAN/FIELD 
BEAN/PULSE

SEED 

TREATMENT

CORN

POTATO

FRUIT AND 

VEGETABLES

CHEMFALLOW

FORESTRY/

VEGETATION 

MANAGEMENT

GOLF/LAWN/
LANDSCAPE

CROP SECTOR SALES 2005
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*    Partial year
* *  Andrea Ultsch represented BASF Canada for part of the year



PLANT BIOTECH COMMITTEE Gary Bauman Syngenta Seeds
Canada, Inc., Conor Dobson Bayer CropScience Canada, Garth Hodges
Bayer CropScience Canada, Jim Wispinski Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.

MANUFACTURING COMMITTEE
Doug Clark Bayer CropScience Canada, Brad Hayhoe BASF Canada, Gord
Jahn Plant Products Co Ltd, Ken Kurzeja BASF Canada, Bob Schroter Dow
AgroSciences Canada Inc., Dale Winter Nufarm Agriculture Inc.

GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS George Annette BASF
Canada, Jay Bradshaw Syngenta Crop Protection Canada Inc., Allan Brown
E.I. du Pont Canada Company, Cam Dahl Agricore United, Conor Dobson
Bayer CropScience Canada, John Dossetor Monsanto Canada Inc., Jill
Fairbrother Scotts Canada Inc., Keith Lockhart Chemtura, Claude-Andre
Lachance Dow Chemical Canada Inc., Jill Maase The Wellington Strategy
Group, Inc, .Richard Rose Nufarm Agriculture Inc., Kristy Sanchuk S.C.
Johnson & Son Inc., Judy Shaw Syngenta Crop Protection Canada Inc., Art
Stirling Pioneer Hi-Bred Limited, Deb Straw Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.,
Hartmut van Lengerich Bayer CropScience Canada

Thank you to the following volunteers ...

for their work on other various 

sub-committees, task forces and 

working groups

AON Reed Stenhouse Inc.: John McCullough Acropolis Warehousing Inc.: Dwight
Osiowy Agricore United: Cam Dahl, Glenn Dickson, Dale Fedoruk, Bruce
Harrison, Harold Schmaltz  Agronomy Company of Canada: Don Henderson
Alberta Ministry of Environment: Janet McLean Arysta LifeScience Canada Inc.:

Ron Jones, Hugh MacGillivray, Mark McLear BASF Canada: George Annette,
Wayne Barton, Brad Hayhoe, Christine Headon, Kent Jennings, Ken Kurzeja,
Suzanne Lingard, Bob McAuley, Robin Rotenberg, Patty Vandierendonck Bayer

CropScience Canada: Ian Armour, Murray Belyk, Curtis Bunz, Doug Clark, David
Cosgrove, Nancy Delaney, Todd Denofreo, Conor Dobson, David Drexler, Al Driver,
Barbara Fowler, Andrea Hergenroeder, Garth Hodges, Roy Lidstone, Derrick
Rozdeba, Rob Schultz, Paul Thiel, Hartmut van Lengerich, Chris Warfield  Cargill

Limited: Fran Burr, Stephen Reid, John Simons Cheminova Canada: Doug
McLean Cheminova, Inc. USA: Kari Mavian Chemtura: Keith Lockart, Patti Turner
Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc., Canada: Renee Bartz, Brenda Harris, Kay
Kuenker, Claude-Andre Lachance, Allan McFadden, Bob Schroter, Garth Smith,
Malcolm Stewart, Deb Straw, Jim Wispinski  E.I. du Pont Canada Company: Allan
Brown, Thor Cruse, Frank Huston, Rene G. Petroski, Melanie T. Rowe, Johanne
Simard, Keith W. Smith, Bill J. Summers, Adam Vaughan Engage Agro

Corporation: Julie McCarthy, Brenda Nailor Funnel Communications: Anthony
Laycock  Interprovincial Co-Operative Limited: Gerald Easterbrook, Mac Ellis,
Chad Grekul, Don Wilkinson James Richardson International: Al Raine  La coop

fédérée: Stephen Cabana  McCarthy Tetrault LLP: Rick Pawluk Monsanto Canada

Inc.: Randy Baker, Melissa Hewitt, Bob Ingratta, Kathy Klepfer, Mark B. Lawton,
John Winski  Nufarm Agriculture Inc.: William Mahlburg, Darryl Matthews, Brent
McLennan, Richard Rose, Dale Winter Nu-Gro Corporation: Suzanne Beattie
PEI Agromart: Stephen Dawson  Pioneer Hi-Bred Limited: John Larsen, Art Stirling
Plant Products Co.: Jenny Hale, Gord Jahn, John Lewandowski, Risk & Insurance

Management: Ron Poole Saskatchewan Wheat Pool: Dave Blackwell, Monte
Kesslering  Scotts Canada Ltd.: Jill Fairbrother Spectrum Brands Canada Inc.:

Arlene Kappheim Syngenta Seeds Canada, Inc.: Gary Bauman Syngenta Crop

Protection Canada Inc.: Jay Bradshaw, Patrick
Doyle, Duane Fairbairn, Michelle Hampton,
Rick Istead, Greg Jowett, John Purdy, Judy
Shaw, Marian L. Stypa, Scott van Damme
Thompsons Ltd.: Dean Jones United Agri

Products: Carmine D’Antonio, George Gamble,
Murray Pickel, Jeff Preszcator, Irwin Schmidt 
Univar Canada Ltd.: Rick Pierson 

C O M M I T T E E S
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AWSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  Dave Blackwell Saskatchewan
Wheat Pool, Thor Cruse E.I. du Pont Canada Company, Glenn Dickson
Agricore United, George Gamble United Agri Products Canada, Don
Henderson Agronomy Company of Canada Ltd., Kay Kuenker Dow
AgroSciences Canada Inc., Janet McLean, Alberta Ministry of Environment,
Dwight Osiowy, Acropolis Warehousing Inc., Rick Pierson Univar Canada
Ltd., Richard Rose Nufarm Agriculture Inc., Stephen Reid Cargill Limited

AWSA COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE
Don Henderson Agronomy Company of Canada Ltd., George Gamble
United Agri Products Canada, Stephen Reid Cargill Limited

AWSA INSURANCE COMMITTEE
Anthony Laycock Funnel Communications, John McCullough AON Reed
Stenhouse Inc., Ron Poole Risk & Insurance Management

AWSA STANDARDS COMMITTEE Glenn Dickson Agricore United,
George Gamble United Agri Products Canada, Dwight Osiowy, Acropolis
Warehousing Inc., Stephen Reid Cargill Limited

BIOTECH SCIENCE & REGULATORY COMMITTEE
Conor Dobson Bayer CropScience Canada, Barbara Fowler Bayer
CropScience Canada, Kent Jennings BASF Canada, Judy Shaw Syngenta
Crop Protection Canada Inc., Deb Straw Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.

BIOTECH STEWARDSHIP STEERING COMMITTEE
Gary Bauman Syngenta Seeds Canada, Inc., Conor Dobson Bayer
CropScience Canada, Dale Fedoruk Agrigore United, Kent Jennings BASF
Canada, John Larsen Pioneer Hi-Bred Limited., Mark B. Lawton Monsanto
Canada Inc., Deb Straw Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.

CERTIFIED CROPSCIENCE CONSULTANT COMMITTEE
Rick Istead Syngenta Crop Protection Canada Inc., Mark McLear Arysta Life-
Science Canada Inc., Irwin Schmidt United Agri Products, Keith W. Smith
E.I. du Pont Canada Company, Patty Vandierendonck BASF Canada

CHEMISTRY COMMITTEE
George Annette BASF Canada, Suzanne Beattie Nu-Gro Corporation, Randy
Barker Monsanto Canada Inc., Allan Brown E.I. du Pont Canada Company,
Carmine D’Antonio United Agri Products, Al Driver Bayer CropScience
Canada, Mac Ellis Interprovincial Co-Operative, Jill Fairbrother Scotts
Canada Ltd., Bruce Harrison Agricore United, Greg Jowett Syngenta Crop
Protection Canada Inc., Monte Kesslering Saskatchewan Wheat Pool, John
Lewandowski Plant Products Co. Ltd., Keith Lockart Chemtura Corp., Darryl
Matthews Nu-Farm Agriculture Inc., Mark McLear Arysta Life-Science
Canada Inc., Doug McLean Cheminova Canada Inc., Rick Pierson Univar
Canada Ltd., Jeff Preszcator United Agri Products, Al Raine James
Richardson International, Richard Rose Nufarm Agriculture Inc., John
Simons Cargill Limited, Garth Smith Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc.,
Hartmut van Lengerich Bayer CropScience Canada 

CHEMISTRY SCIENCE &  REGULATORY COMMITTEE
Suzanne Beattie Nu-Gro Corporation, Allan Brown E.I. du Pont Canada
Company, Chad Grekul Interprovincial Co-operative Limited, Jenny Hale Plant
Products Co. Ltd., Brenda Harris Dow Agro-Sciences Canada Inc, Arlene
Kappheim Spectrum Brands Canada Inc., Mark McLear Arysta Life-Science
Canada Inc., Brent McLennan Nufarm Agriculture Inc., Brenda Nailor
Engage Agro Corporation, Judy Shaw Syngenta Crop Protection Canada Inc.,
Irwin Schmidt United Agri Products, Patti Turner Chemtura, Patty
Vandierendonck BASF Canada, Chris Warfield Bayer CropScience Canada,
Don Wilkinson Interprovincial Co-Operative Limited

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Bob McAuley BASF Canada, Derrick Rozdeba Bayer CropScience Canada,
Judy Shaw Syngenta Crop Protection Canada Inc.
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C R O P L I F E  C A N A D A  M E M B E R S

Until June 30, 2006

Associate Members - Cousins-Currie Limited, Makhteshim Agan of North America Inc., Reliance Products L.P., United Phosporus Inc.



C R O P L I F E  C A N A D A  S T A F F

LORNE HEPWORTH

President

CAM DAVREUX

Vice President – Stewardship
Executive Director – AWSA

DENISE DEWAR 

Vice President

Executive Director,

Plant Biotechnology

DEBRA CONLON*

Managing Director – Chemistry
Executive Director – Urban 
Pest Management Council

PETER MACLEOD

Executive Director,

Crop Protection Chemistry

ANNIE HSU 

Director, Finance
Gary Booth, C.A.

KRISTINA FIXTER*

Director – Communications

KRISTINA LAUESEN

Acting Director –

Communications

RUSSEL HURST 

Manager – 

Stewardship Development

HAMED TAHERIE

Regulatory Affairs Associate 

COLLEEN HOGAN

Executive Assistant,

Secretary to the Board 

MARY EILEEN BUGDEN

Executive Assistant 

KIM TIMMER

Executive Assistant 

* on maternity leave

Thank you to our 
Provincial Council Chairs 
and Administrators.  Your 
hard work and dedication 
are very much appreciated.

GARY BOOTH, C.A.

Accountant

MCMILLAN BINCH

MENDELSOHN LLP

Legal

PRICEWATERHOUSE

COOPERS LLP

Auditors



G R O W I N G  A G R I C U L T U R E  I N  A  C H A N G I N G  W O R L D

21 Four Seasons Place
Suite 627
Etobicoke, ON  
M9B 6J8
Tel: (416) 622-9771
Fax: (416) 622-6764

urbanpestmanagement.ca

www.croplife.ca

THE INK TANK INC.

www.theinktank.com
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